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A day in the life of the Performance, Planning and Commissioning Team (PPC) 
 

 
 
Welcome to a day in the life of Mark Love (Manager), Jean Houston and Deborah Lockett (Contracts 
and Commissioning Officers). We work within the PPC Team and are responsible for searching for and 
commissioning services for Children, drawing up contracts and monitoring provisions. A major part of 
our work is commissioning foster care and residential placements for Children and young people. We 
have our fair share of emergencies when placements have broken down at a moment’s notice and a 
placement is required TODAY. Strangely this mainly happens on a Friday afternoon! 
 
Lockdown happened at our busiest time of the year as we were fast approaching financial year end and 
with a 7 million pound budget – it takes some doing at the best of times. The first month or so it’s fair 
to say we didn’t know what had hit us as we tried to meet the tight deadlines for the financial year end 
whilst dealing with more placement emergencies that usual. Once we got through year end, and were 
provided with the necessary equipment and software, we came up with new procedures to carry out 
our work from home and things settled down.  
 
It is sometimes necessary to carry out a monitoring visit prior to a young person’s placement 
commencing to make sure the home is safe and suitable.  Here is Mark undertaking a monitoring visit 
during lockdown – a masked improvement Mark!  
 
The three of us used to sit together in the office and constantly discuss work related matters and this 
has now been replaced with a weekly meeting through MS teams to discuss current referrals and any 
other matters. Our meetings are often interrupted by Milo – Deb’s puppy - who is full of mischief and 
often steals a vital piece of equipment such as a phone charger and Deb goes off in hot pursuit to 
retrieve it from him. We do miss our work colleagues and have a larger meeting again using MS Teams 
with the rest of the PPC team members every 3 or 4 weeks. There’s quite a lot of “can you see me” 
“you’re on mute” “you’re breaking up” but it’s a successful way to keep in touch.  

17 July 2020 

 

Welcome to our Children’s Social Care Newsletter.  
We hope you are all well and hope that this newsletter is useful to keep you updated on what is 
happening within Children’s Social Care during the Coronavirus outbreak, share some good news 
stories and share sources of information that might be useful to you. We know these are difficult times 
and appreciate all the dedication and hard work that all Children’s Services employees are currently 
undertaking.  
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A day in the life of PPC Team Members continued 
 

 
 

Deb’s situation  
 
I don’t have an office or dining table so I claimed my daughter’s desk in her bedroom which is in 
the loft.  I have to think twice about going for a brew… the two flights of stairs kill me especially if 
I forget something... 
 
The best thing for me about working from home is that you don’t have to get up in the mornings 
and do your hair and makeup (obviously not Mark!) unless you have a zoom or Microsoft team 
meeting of course.  I do miss the people, listening to what other colleagues are up to and the 
social side of things especially nipping into Bury on our lunch hour. 
 
Jean’s situation 
 
Like many others my dining table is now my desk and the Amazon delivery man has become my 
new best friend who I see most days. I’m loving the commute, just one flight of stairs and have a 
constant supply of fresh coffee on the go. Overall I’m finding more positives than negatives to 
WFH. I’m also shielding until 1s t August – please send wine!! 
 
Mark’s situation 
 
In a previous life I worked from home a couple of days a week but never for an extended period of 
time. In the initial week it started with a competition with my wife for the dining room table then 
sharing the lounge together. That worked well for a week but when my wife was on a conference 
call and speaking French or Spanish and I was on a call with work (If you know me I am not the 
quietest on a call) then my wife Kay won and the back bedroom became my new home. 
Have I missed anything? I have missed being around the team and having a fuller understanding 
of what is going on around me in work. Have I gained anything from working from home? The 
shortest commute ever and the ability to put some Vinyl music on at lunchtime? Oh and the ability 
to self-regulate the office temperature to my own liking is a big plus.      
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C o r p o r a t e  P a r e n t i g  N e w s l e t t e r   

 

 

 

 
 

 

Super learners 
Have a look at some of the super home schooling work 
done by our young people. Well done  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Besses Action Team Presents 

Summer Events on Boz Park  

 

Every Thursday from 23rd July to 27th 

August 

Come and join us from 11 am to 2pm at 

Tonge Close Fun and Games....whatever 

the weather! Snack lunch provided.  

Contact: Councillor Lucy Smith on 07921 

406 549 with any queries. 

 

 

SEND children and young people's 

priorities - North West (Survey) 

 
 

The NW SEND Regional Network would 

like to hear the views of as many ‘SEND 

young people’ (5-25 years) as 

possible.  They would like to hear about 

what is going well and what isn't, plus 

what they think can be improved in 

their area. 

Responses are anonymous and will help 

to make sure young people's views 

influence decisions that are made.  

 

Please encourage your SEND young 

people to complete the survey  
 

https://forms.gle/z4Ft2wZ6M3NDCB1h7
https://www.nwsend.network/


Childrens Social Care Newsletter, 17 July 2020         4 

 
 
  

Update from the Youth Service 
 

 
 

It’s the end of term! The Youth Service normally offer weekly sessions during term time but we are 
going to endeavour to offer the virtual timetable across the summer holidays.  Please keep your 
eyes peeled for changes or follow us on social media to keep up to date. 
 
Over the summer we will be focusing on …. 

 preparing for going back to school/college/work/training   
 Understanding your future in an uncertain world 
 navigating social distancing with more freedom and changes  
 Mental health 
 Fitness 
 Keeping busy/learning new skills  

 
Posting Positivity: we have had such a fantastic response from individuals but also providers 
including early years, primary and high schools.  We’ve started delivering to care home who have 
been so grateful and the residents so touched by the thoughtfulness of our Bury young people.  It’s 
been a pleasure to visit and drop the letters off.  The project is ongoing and if you would like to 
take part or encourage young people to put pen to paper, the instructions for young people on 
what to do are below. Letters should be emailed to youthparticipation@bury.gov.uk  

 
Posting Positivity - Guidance for writing your letter 
 Address your letter “Dear Friend” 
 Sign your letter with your first name and age if you wish but please DO NOT include your 

surname, address or school.  
 You may wish to talk about things you have been doing in lockdown or could include a drawing 

or poem. 
 You may wish to remind the person you are writing to that they are not alone and you are 

thinking of them at this difficult time. 
 Please make sure that you do not include any personal information about specific clubs that you 

belong to or other personal details. 
 Once you have written your letter pop it in an envelope and you can post it in one of our boxes 

at Tesco Prestwich, Tesco Bury or Tesco Ramsbottom. 
 If you are unable to drop your letter at Tesco you can take a photograph of it and email it to 

youthparticipation@bury.gov.uk 
 
All letters will be collected and vetted by staff at Bury Council before being delivered to people who 
are isolated and would like to receive them both in residential care homes and those living on their 
own. Any letters that contain personal information or any inappropriate content will not be used. 
 
We’ve also had an upsurge in the collection of the ‘Creative Care kits’ which means more 
vulnerable teenagers in Bury have received packs to hopefully support them during these difficult 
times. I’ve attached the details on how to be involved.  There are still quite a few left so if you are 
working with young people who would benefit from receiving a kit, please get in contact with Jen 
Mills directly (j.mills@bury.gov.uk). 
 

mailto:youthparticipation@bury.gov.uk
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C o r p o r a t e  P a r e n t i n g  N e w s l e t t e r   

 

 

 

 
 

 

Superstar alert 
 
One of our young people, Tash aged 16 has been filling her time 
during lockdown walking the dogs and doing art work. Here is 
some examples of her fabulous artwork.  
Well done Tash! 
 

 
 
Hello, Welcome and Thank Yous 
A big welcome to Social Workers Rowena Batten in Safeguarding 
Team 1, Alia Brewster in Safeguarding Team 2 and Arlene Shine 
& Russel Dube Safeguarding Team 3 who have all started in 
Bury.  New Team Manager for Safeguarding Team 2 Suzanne 
Pearson has also commenced on 13th July and she will be taking 
over from Chris Davies.   
A big thank you to Chris Davies for all his hard work in 
Safeguarding Team 2 and we wish him all the best for the 
future.  
Also, a massive thank you to Emergency Duty Team Manager 
Neil Dudley as who has been recognised by JET and CMT for his 
hard work and dedication during the Corona Virus Outbreak. 

 

Children’s Trust 

Bury Children's Trust Partnership 

brings together partners from a 

wide range of agencies with a 

shared commitment to helping 

children and young people be the 

best that they can be.  

During the corona Virus the weekly 

email will be focused on support and 

services available to families and 

professionals. See the Bury 

Directory 

www.theburydirectory.co.uk or 
email ChildrensTrust@bury.gov.uk 

Care Leaver Offer 

The Care Leaver Offer will be kept 

up to date with current information, 

guidance and support services 

during the Coronavirus outbreak. It 

can be accessed on the front page 

of the Bury Directory at 

www.theburydirectory.co.uk 

 

University of Sussex is looking at 

the impact of lockdown on young 

people with care experience, 

and what support they would like as 

lockdown ends. They are asking 

care experienced young people 

aged 18-25, living in the UK, to 

complete this survey:  

https://universityofsussex.eu.qualt

rics.com/jfe/form/SV_2r6akaeZJhQ

eq8t 

 

 

 

 

Support for Single Adopters 

 

Are you a single parent and would 

you like to join a new virtual support  

group specifically for single adoptive 

parents?  If so, we would like to 

hear from you as we plan to run a 

virtual support group very soon. 

Please can you contact Paul  Petzer 

at   

paul.petzer@adoptionnow.org.uk to 

express your interest and include 

your email, phone number, the ages 

of child/children and the area you 

live eg Bury, Greater Manchester 

(do not your full home address 

details) 
 

Walk and Talk 

 
'Walk and Talk' sessions have been set up with staff to provide 
a socially distanced opportunity for a catch up, peer support and 
informal supervision.  This also supports staff to have a break 
from screen time and also boost overall health and well-being.   
 
Dates have been set up at local outdoor spaces and will be 
available until office meeting rooms are back in place. 
 

http://www.theburydirectory.co.uk/
https://universityofsussex.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2r6akaeZJhQeq8t
https://universityofsussex.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2r6akaeZJhQeq8t
https://universityofsussex.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2r6akaeZJhQeq8t
mailto:paul.petzer@adoptionnow.org.uk
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Celebrating the achievements of Children and Young People in Care and Care Leavers in 
Bury 
 
As you may know, each year we celebrate the achievements of Bury Children and Young People in 
Care by holding a celebration event. Unfortunately due to COVID-19 we will be unable to host the 
event for 2020. However, we still wish to give our young people an opportunity to receive their 
certificates so we will be collecting nominations and sending out certificates in place of the event. 
 
All our children are unique and often show considerable resilience, courage and determination.  We 
would like you to think about the children and young people you know or work with and nominate 
them in recognition of particular achievements over the last 12 months. 
 
Children and Young People should be over 4 years of age and there will be recognition for care 
leavers up to 25 years of age.  Please ensure that you inform the child or young person that you 
are nominating them. 
 
There are six categories which are detailed on the form attached and everyone nominated will be 
invited to attend the celebration, they will also receive a certificate of their achievements. 
 
To make a nomination, please complete the attached form and email to: B&Aawards@bury.gov.uk.  
The final date for the nominations is 5.00pm on Friday 14th August 2020.  
If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact Jacqui Waite on 
j.waite@bury.gov.uk 
 

Nomination Form 

2020.doc
 

News items: 
 
The Emergency Duty Team have been recognised at GM Level and by our own JET for their hard 
work and dedication during the COVID-19 outbreak. Well done everyone  
 
Work will commence shortly on the renovation of the New Kershaw Centre. The Higher Lane 
Centre will be cleared ready for handover to Higher Lane Primary School on 1 s t September 2020. 
 
The Totty Snake. During lockdown people walking along the ‘Tottington Lines’ have enjoyed 
seeing and adding to the Totty Snake.  Well, it is still growing by the day and the Snake 
volunteers are going for a world record long stone snake.   
 
If you don’t live near Tottington, there are other “snakes” forming at Burrs, Elton Reservoir, 
Walshaw Cross Lido, Clarence Park and Springwater Park get out this weekend and spot the Bury 

Snakes. 

mailto:B&Aawards@bury.gov.uk
mailto:j.waite@bury.gov.uk
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Participation Service 
 

 
 
There have been lots of activities going on virtually during lock down including a weekly meeting 
of the Children in Care Council (CiCC) and fortnightly meeting of the Care Leavers Forum. One of 
the activities that the CiCC took part in recently was a craft activity making name plates for their 
bedroom door. The service hand delivered packs with all the items needed to make the name plates 
and they all joined a Zoom group and made their name plates together.  

I think you’ll agree they look fabulous! 

 

 
Thank you to Foster Carers 
 
Bury’s foster carers are to receive a ‘thank you’ gift of £100 in recognition of the support they 
have been giving children and young people during the coronavirus crisis 
 
Council leaders have praised foster carers for their commitment during the pandemic as they help 
children cope with additional stress, undertaken home schooling, and provided extra home-based 
activities during the lockdown.  
 
Councillor Tamoor Tariq, cabinet member for children, young people and skills, said: “Our foster 
carers do a magnificent job looking after young people across Bury, giving them a loving home and 
the support needed to make the most of their opportunities in life. We thought we would show our 
thanks by giving them this additional payment for all the great work they do, especially during 
these unprecedented times.”  
 
Lorraine Boswell, one of our foster carer Ambassadors, said: “That’s a really lovely surprise. I’m 
sure all foster carers will see it as a wonderful recognition by Bury Council and Foster with Bury of 
their extra commitment during the coronavirus pandemic and will be appreciative and grateful for 
the acknowledgement of all we’ve been doing.”  
 
The payments will be made to Bury foster carers who had a child placed with them from 23 March 
2020.  
 

http://www.burytimes.co.uk/jobs
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Transition information sources for young people with autism 
 
Please see below some links to great resources to help prepare autistic children and young people 
for a return to school in September 
National Autistic Society - Preparing for an autistic pupil’s return to school, suggestions for 
school leaders, teachers and teaching/classroom assistants to help prepare for and manage the 
transition back to school for autistic pupils. 
https://www.autism.org.uk/services/helplines/coronavirus/updates/education-and-school/teachers-
back-to-school.aspx 
Autism Education Trust – transition back to school/college after the Covid-19 Lockdown 
https://www.autismeducationtrust.org.uk/covid-19-information-centre/ 
Tools for Teachers Covid-19 free to download here: 
https://www.autismeducationtrust.org.uk/shop/back-to-school/ 
Reachout ASC transition resources 
https://www.reachoutasc.com/resources/transition-to-new-class 
Beacon House – therapeutic services and trauma team  
Created a 2-hour online training module for whole-school teams on how to support pupils transition 
to the ‘new normal’.  Also a separate SLT module to help school leaders support staff and pupils to 
thrive.  For more info email training@beaconhouse.org.uk 
https://beaconhouse.org.uk/resources/ 
 

 
 
Government Announcement on returning to school 
 
All educational settings, including special schools and alternative providers, must reopen for all pupils 
at the start of the autumn term - however, this will need to take in to account both the safety and 
needs of our children. Some may be phased back in carefully, to allow children to get used to the new 
routines of school- especially if these are children who have maybe moved from one setting to 
another. Some may have staggered start and finish times to prevent masses of children arriving and 
leaving at the same time. Like lockdown school matters. Individual schools in conjunction with the 
Council will decide how getting children back in is going to work best for that particular school and 
their particular children.  
 
It will be mandatory to send children back to school. Only very few pupils will be exempt from this 
rule. As shielding advice is no longer in place for children and adults from 1st August, this will only 
apply to children who are following public health advice, such as isolating for possible COVID infection, 
or, who remain under the care of a specialist health professional and have discussed their care with 
their health professional before returning to school in September 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bury’d Treasure 
Bury’d Treasure is a free pirate themed treasure hunt in 8 parks across Bury. Hunt the clues and 
enter online to have a chance to win a prize. This is the fourth year Bury has held the Bury’d 
Treasure event which gives families a chance not only to win prizes and solve puzzles but also to 
discover the beautiful countryside on our doorstep. To sign up and find out more visit: 
https://www.onecommunitybury.co.uk/buryd-treasure 
 

https://www.autism.org.uk/services/helplines/coronavirus/updates/education-and-school/teachers-back-to-school.aspx
https://www.autism.org.uk/services/helplines/coronavirus/updates/education-and-school/teachers-back-to-school.aspx
https://www.autismeducationtrust.org.uk/covid-19-information-centre/
https://www.autismeducationtrust.org.uk/shop/back-to-school/
https://www.reachoutasc.com/resources/transition-to-new-class
mailto:training@beaconhouse.org.uk
https://beaconhouse.org.uk/resources/
https://www.onecommunitybury.co.uk/buryd-treasure
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    Finally, a big thank you to everyone who is working to support our 
children and young people during the Corona Virus Outbreak, your 

dedication and commitment is much appreciated       

 

 
Please know that we are still here for you – you can still reach us:  There is a social worker on the 
Duty Phone every day. Telephone: 01204 336097 Email: adoptionsupport@adoptionnow.org.uk 
 
What is currently available to adopters? 
 

 Consultation with a clinical consultant psychologist : This is a 1.5-hour consultation via 
Tel/Zoom/Teams 

 Consultation with an Educational psychologist : This is a 1-hour consultation via 
Tel/Zoom/Teams 

 Manchester occupational Therapy Service: Access to video materials relating to sensory 
processing for children including very practical advice and activities.  

 Relax Kids: This is a 6 - session virtual activity for your children and for you.   
 Chill Skills: This is a 6 - session virtual activity for older children/young teenagers.   

 Just Relax: This is a 6 - session virtual activity, relaxation sessions for adults 
 Adoption Matters: Adoption Matters are a children’s charity and voluntary adoption 

agency offering the following programmes through Adoption Matters:  
o 6 x sessions of DDP/ therapeutic parenting  

o 6 x sessions of individual/ couple counselling  
o Mindfulness taster session 
o Mindfulness course 10 x sessions 

o Webinars for parents of teenagers  
 Walking Together: Walking Together is an independent provider of Theraplay and DDP.  

6 x Theraplay/ DDP sessions  

 Adoptionplus : Adoptionplus is an adoption agency that provides specialist adoption 
therapy services, training, and conferences.  We are very pleased to be able to offer: 
o teenager support sessions  
o 6 x 1-hour sessions of couples and individual counselling sessions 

o Attachment informed sensory regulation consultations – series of sessions delivered 

by paediatric occupational therapists.  
Access any of the above by contacting your allocated social worker or by calling our Duty 
Social Worker Telephone:  01204 336097 and ask for Covid-19 funded Adoption Support. 
 
Support adopters can access without contacting Adoption Now: Free membership with the 
National Association of Therapeutic Parents by emailing membership@naotp.com and quoting the 
code AdoptionNow2020.  It is an organisation set up by an adoptive family for adopters. The 
website includes lots of resources, recommendations and events and has a very relevant section 

now for the Covid-19 period www.naotp.com 

mailto:adoptionsupport@adoptionnow.org.uk
mailto:membership@naotp.com
http://www.naotp.com/

